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Michelle Edmonds 
 
 

 
 
 
Michelle was born January 1970 in Romsey, Hampshire. Her father was an 
Elim Pentecostal minister, her mother a nurse. She is the eldest of two 
children. 
 
After A-levels Michelle trained as a general nurse and then spent 16 years 
nursing, culminating in a role as a District Nursing Sister in Croydon; during 
her nursing training she started to attend an Anglican church. In 2003, at 
the age of 33, Michelle started to explore ministry in the Church of England 
and entered theological training in 2004 at Ripon College in Cuddesdon. 
 
She was deaconed in 2006 in Southwark Cathedral, and ordained priest in 
2007 in Croydon Parish Church (now Croydon Minster). She spent three years 
as a curate in St Matthew’s Park Hill, Croydon.  
 
Michelle was appointed to the Team Vicar post in Warlingham in 2009 and 
became Team Rector in 2016, giving her responsibility, with a Team Vicar, 
for four parish churches: All Saints Warlingham, St Christopher’s 
Warlingham, St Mary’s Farleigh, and St Leonard’s Chelsham. Michelle is also 
an Area Director of Ordinands, evaluating and supporting candidates 
considering entering theological training. 
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Michelle lives with Harper, her rescue dog, and her flock of rescue chickens. 
 
(i) Your story 
 
What were you doing 25 years ago? 
 
I was nursing...I was 24. I’d trained in a hospital and had come into the 
community as a community staff nurse...in a small team...visiting people of 
all ages in their own homes. It was not far from here...my parents moved to 
Croydon when I was 10.  
 
How did ministry come about for you? 
 
In my early 20s my parents separated and divorced. When I was working 
through all of that I found a place of real healing and welcome in one of the 
local churches...and I felt like I had come home in some way. Before that I 
had been worshipping in a Pentecostal church...my father was a Pentecostal 
minister. 
 
I started to get involved and active in my worship...and I had this growing 
sense of an inner tug, really, that wasn’t going away. I was the district 
nurse, in charge of a team, and I had a great sense of there being something 
more to give. I hadn’t really articulated it...it had been maybe a thought in 
my mind...ministry as a priest. I went to see my then incumbent and said 
that I thought there’s more I should be doing...and she just said, ‘Do you 
think it’s ordination?’ And I thought...you weren’t meant to know about 
that! I hadn’t really spoken to anyone about it. 
 
Through that week I spent a lot of time thinking about it. Anyway, she put 
the process in motion...I saw a DDO [Diocesan Director of Ordinands, 
someone employed by the Diocese to guide people through the vocations 
process] in September and the following September I was off to theological 
college at Cuddesdon. It all seemed to happen very fast. 
 
I’ve always had a ministry with people. People and their well-being have 
always been important to me...nursing is very vocational. Nursing is never 
just about physical needs...there is the whole person...it’s enabled me to 
see people as people. 
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I’ve been in the Warlingham community for quite a long time now. There is 
a merging of...in that incarnational way...living and being with 
people...walking with them through trauma and rejoicing. You have more of 
a long-term memory of what’s important in their lives. People get to know 
me...you become a connecting point for people. I was meeting a couple 
about a baptism recently and they talked about ‘our church’...and I thought 
I haven’t seen them in church but of course it is ‘their church’...which is 
such a wonderful thing. It is a privilege to be here...hopefully to reveal 
some of God’s love to them. 
 
When I came here, there had been some bumps and some different 
people...and the Bishop said to me, ‘they just need a period of faithful 
ministry.’ And sometimes there is something about being a constant 
presence...reminding people about God’s love and generosity. It doesn’t 
feel for me like going to work...it’s a life lived and hopefully in a way which 
models the fullness of life that God wants for all of us. 
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One of the interesting things about here is that we have quite a high degree 
of ministerial offices...baptisms...weddings...funerals...memorial 
services...which kind of shape your ministry. 
 

 
 
And in ministry we have lots of opportunity to be creative. I’m quite musical 
so I thought, ‘I am going to start to take my guitar along to baptisms.’ So I 
usually take my guitar along and we sing some songs and I am amazed how 
possible it is to get the whole 90 people on their feet singing, ‘God’s got the 
whole world in his hands’...and they are really going for it...and they go out 
having had a wonderful experience of church and joy. 
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That’s a way of me bringing my own gifts to bear...I have people coming up 
to me in Sainsbury’s, days, weeks, months later saying that baptism was 
fantastic...the best one I’ve ever been to. That’s amazing and wonderful.  
 
What lies at the core of your faith? 
 
For me it’s about knowing wholly that I am loved by God...and that nothing 
changes that. God is constant in that. And God loves every person like 
that...and each person is valuable and precious. For me it’s that flourishing 
and, hopefully in my own life, in being me in that fullness of life...and that 
being translated into how I live and the values I have.  
 
Which Bible passage resonates with you? 
 
Ephesians 3: 14-21  
 
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches 

of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being 
with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you 
may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the 

breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of 

God. 
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Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the 

church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. 
 Amen. 

 
It’s Paul’s prayer. It talks about that you might know the length, the 
breadth, the height, the depth of Christ’s love for you. It is so 
expansive...and there’s always more of it...it’s a great prayer. 
 
There’s something for every person to know...the amazing love that God has 
and it being so big that it contains everything. 
 
How do you spend your time outside ministry? 
 
Walking the dog, whatever the weather...that’s good reflecting time, too. I 
have an allotment...that’s been great...and I have eight chickens as well, 
which need looking after every day. Both the dog and the chickens are 
‘rescue’. 
 

 
 
I like to keep trim...twice a week I meet up with some friends to walk and 
for the occasional jog...though I don’t do much of that! I have got a 
caravan...in the summer I like to go off in that. Meeting up with 
friends...having dinner...going to the cinema together. 
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I recently saw an advert in the local paper about an art club and so on my 
day off I now go to art class...I thought it would be good to do something 
creative and to do something completely different. 
 

                               
                              Artwork by Michelle Edmonds 

 
Ministry can consume you...you need to do other things and find some 
balance...and things that feed you.  
 
Where do you see yourself in 10 years’ time? 
 
With God’s sense of humour I might still be in Warlingham! 
 
This year I will have lived in Warlingham for 10 years...seven and a half as 
Team Vicar and the rest as Rector...so who knows where I will be in 10 
years’ time. I want to be open to where God calls. Exactly what that might 
be and where that might be...at this precise moment I just do not know. 
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I am sure in in parish ministry somewhere...I get a sense I’d like something 
more contemplative but I don’t know if that will be in some sort of parish 
work.  
 
I don’t see that I have gifts for being...say...an Archdeacon...all that 
paperwork...not my strengths really.  
 
(ii)  Your ministry 
 
How do you express the core of your faith in your ministry? 
 
In a place like Warlingham it’s not always easy seeing where the needs 
are...so it’s less about practical actions.  
 
Instead it’s being about being accessible for people...living here...being 
seen...being known in the community...being at lots of community 
things...really listening to them...being myself...being fun...being trusted 
by them and hopefully that then reveals something of God...and the love of 
God...for them. It’s not being at the front door all the time...but them 
knowing that you are approachable...that you are interested in 
them...there is something profound about deep listening. 
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That’s where having a dog is helpful...it takes you out and about into the 
streets...and you meet people and talk to people.  
 
Which part of your ministry gives you the greatest fulfilment? 
 
You’re taking to someone who doesn’t like favourite things! 
 
Whatever it is I try put my whole attention to the one thing before moving 
on to the next...and to be very present. I could say I love it all...I love the 
diversity of it...even if there’s sometimes too many things. I suppose it’s in 
the personal relationships that you build. 
 
An example. I’ve known Cath since 2009. At first she was able to come to 
church in a buggy but then she became housebound and so I’d pop around to 
see her and pray with her. She’s in her 90s...and I got called by her family a 
couple of Sundays ago.  
 
It was one of those crazy days...I’d had a really busy morning...I got home 
to write a talk which was for the Compline in the evening... and I had this 
text to say she was in hospital and dying. And the Compline was 8.00pm and 
I had this talk I had to write and I thought, ‘just sit down and write it...and 
get it done’...which I did. And then I texted the family to say, ‘I am coming 
now.’ And I’ll take the oil of healing...I’ll anoint her because she’s 
dying...and I’ll take my pastoral book with me. 
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And I went into the ward and her daughter and her partner were there...and 
they said, ‘We’ve told mum you’re coming.’ So we talked and remembered 
things...at Christmas time she’d sometimes knit me socks...she was always 
knitting. She said to me once, a few years back, ‘Draw around your 
foot’...so I drew round my foot and she said, ‘This is a perfect fit’ and then 
she’d make me socks. And she knitted things for the church as well... 
figures of the disciples at the Last Supper and the Christmas nativity scene.  
 
And I said some prayers...and I anointed and blessed her...and her breathing 
got shallower and shallower. And then I just kind of felt...it was the Holy 
Spirit, really...I just felt prompted to read Psalm 23. So I read it and the 
last verse says ‘I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever’...and as I read 
it she stopped breathing...at that very point. It was so moving...and for the 
family as well. I feel emotional just talking about it. 
 
It was a gift, really...knowing God’s grace in the day. It was like God had 
gone before me during the day. Sometimes you just don’t know, or realise, 
that we are really walking...and really following...and not even aware...and 
just being obedient in what we do and enabling God’s grace to be seen. 
 
It was such a powerful and consoling thing for her daughter...and it was just 
so beautiful...and that makes me feel completely humble...this isn’t 
anything about me. This is all about Jesus and God’s love being manifested 
in our lives in both the tiniest and the biggest things. This person who has 
known me for nine years...and who has loved me...and has cared for 
me...and I’ve given something to her and her family. It makes me feel really 
small...it’s a wonderful thing to know that God is really making a 
difference. And, amazingly, I got back in time for the Compline service too! 
 
Which part of your ministry do you find most challenging? 
 
Things like putting my expenses in...the paperwork...doing my Ministerial 
Development Review...all those tasks that you have to sit down and do. It’s 
all those things that don’t seem so important...but which you have to do. 
But I get the urge to do it now and again! 
 
I much prefer being out and engaging with people...it’s always been that for 
me. 
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It can be very busy at times...in the past eight days I have had every 
pastoral office that you could have: a memorial...a funeral for a young 
man...a big wedding (a Nigerian family who were parishioners...Church of 
England meets Pentecostal...260 people in the church...a band...a 
choir...marvellous!)...anointed two who had died...two baptisms...and all 
the rest of the things that happen anyway during the week. By the end I 
thought, ‘this has been a really busy week.’ 
 
Every day is different...I enjoy that...It’s an opportunity...you can’t choose 
what’s going to come your way in any week. 
 
What’s the difference you’d like your ministry to make in your 
community? 
 
I want to reflect God’s love, grace and mercy in my relationships...and to 
reflect God’s character in my ministry and to be there for them. 
 
And I’d like the parishes...there are four here...to be in a good place for 
whatever is to come next. To have grown, developed, and used their 
gifts...to have connected with God more...and the community...to be in a 
steady and flourishing place so that they can continue to grow. 
 
Of course I’d love this church, All Saints, to grow by at least 50%...but it is 
hard and not in your gift to make it happen. I want to do Messy Church here 
so I went to hear how to do it and the lady who started Messy Church said 
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that one of the biggest reasons they stop happening is because the 
minister...the vicar or the priest...leaves and things stop. And I thought, ‘I 
don’t want that to happen’...so when we begin this I don’t want it to 
revolve around me. We are working towards it in small steps but it starts by 
me planting the seed and me keeping on saying, ‘We are going to start a 
Messy Church...we are going to start a Messy Church.’ Me planting the seed 
is important. 

 
(iii) Women clergy in the Church of England ― your perspectives 
 
Do you believe female clergy have changed the Church of England over 
the past 25 years? If so, how? Are there any distinctive gifts that women 
bring to ministry? 
 
Yes. 
 
In terms of specifics I find that quite hard...maybe I am too close to be able 
to see the changes. There is a whole raft of women with different gifts and 
abilities...but the same is true for men, too...some are very good at one 
thing...others are good at other things. Maybe those on the outside can see 
the changes better. Some might say nothing has changed...you still receive 
the sacrament...worship... outreach...weddings, baptisms, and 
funerals...all that continues.  
 
I do think it’s good when women come to worship for them to see another 
woman. 
 
The church has had to become more flexible...thinking about family 
life...children...job-sharing...even if it’s been quite slow to change. One 
model fits all doesn’t really work any more. Personally, of course, being 
single I might be seen as a more traditional model.  
 
Are there any distinctive challenges that women face as clergy? 
 
There can be some quite old-fashioned views about women. Some 
parishioners...given the way they work...might overlook you because that’s 
the way they are in their work...perhaps making a decision without 
consulting you...or David Cameron’s ‘Calm down, dear’. Making your voice 
heard can still be quite difficult. 
 
But it can sometimes be just about personalities...not about women or men. 
I tend to be more of a thinking-type person...I’m more reflective...so don’t 
tend to jump in. 
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I have, at times, had to remind people that I am the Team Rector...I was 
left asking someone once...‘Who gave you that authority to do that?!’ 
 
This year a new curate is coming...she has a family...my Team Vicar is male 
and he has family. We actually have great flexibility in our work...how we 
spend our time...how we use our diaries...and I don’t think it’s different for 
my male colleague and my forthcoming female colleague in terms of how 
they work out who does the school run...who’s going to be at home cooking 
tea...whatever it is. 
 
We started to talk about retreat time as part of the working agreement with 
the new curate. For someone with a family it’s very difficult...especially if 
they are younger because they don’t really want to be away from home. I 
can see they don’t really want to go away but I do feel that retreat time is 
important. So it’s about taking responsibility for making it happen...but in a 
different way with a different model...maybe you retreat at home, rather 
than go away? If we’re living a life as priests in a community then we should 
be able to work things out. If it’s not good to have a meeting at 
7.00pm...then don’t have a meeting at 7.00pm. 
 
Do you feel your parishioners see you as equal to your male 
counterparts? 
 
Yes...I do. People seem very accepting of me. 
 
I can’t think of anybody not taking the sacrament from me. I think I have 
been quite lucky: my training incumbent was a woman...and they had had a 
female curate before me. So that first parish had worked things through...if 
there was anyone still there not accepting women’s ministry then they were 
probably in the wrong church! And when I came as team vicar here...there 
had been a female team vicar twice consecutively before me...so there has 
been quite a lot of women’s ministry here.  
 
I have had it the other way round. People have actually said to me, ‘We 
want you because you’re a woman...my mum would have loved knowing 
that you’re going to take her funeral.’ 
 
I’ve got a funny story. I walk into a Catholic church and one of the Catholic 
parishioners comes up to me and says, ‘Hello Father’! In some ways they 
didn’t see a woman. I thought, ‘That’s great’...that’s where you want to 
be...people see past whether you’re a man or woman. 
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Do you feel male clergy see you as equal? 
 
Yes...I do. The team rectors I worked with here before...both of them were 
very supportive of me. 
 
I have been invited to St John’s in Upper Norwood to preach at their 
Patronal Festival...they’re Anglo-Catholic...accepting of women’s ministry. 
They wanted me to go to have a woman preacher...it was great to be sought 
out and asked for that very specific reason...to increase the female voice in 
their worship.  
 
There aren’t any churches that have opted out of having Communion given 
by women priests, or having a woman as their vicar, around here. In central 
Croydon, where I was before, there were...they used to come to Chapter 
meetings...and we’d converse...there was a respect. 
 
Do you feel you have to prove yourself? 
 
That’s a really big question...an interesting question...but that might be 
nothing to do with being a woman.  
 
There is something about clergy, I think, that because we’re given a stipend 
and we have a living, and because of people’s expectations...‘Oh, you must 
be really busy’...or knowing they pay the parish share (which pays a vicar’s 
salary)...that sometimes there is an unsaid pressure to prove yourself by 
working really long hours...or being perfectionist...or taking on too many 
things to do.  
 
One of my big things is being balanced in all areas of life...trying to 
cultivate a ministry that is here for the long term...and not keeling over 
because you’re just exhausted. 
 
There is something about seeing the long view of parish ministry...and being 
‘good enough’. In the 1960s with health visitors it was all about being a 
‘good enough mother’...rather than ‘the perfect mother’. I think there is 
great wisdom for me to know it’s OK to be good enough...I don’t have to be 
perfect. You aren’t Jesus...you are following Jesus. And that’s OK...it kind 
of releases you...to accept the gift that ministry is in my life within the 
parish. But there is a great temptation for us to feel that pressure to 
achieve the impossible. 
 
To what extent is it about being a woman? It’s more general than being a 
woman...I don’t feel any greater pressure because I am a woman. When I 
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am working with my colleagues...listening in Chapter meetings...I don’t 
think it’s any different for whoever we are. 
  
What advice would you give a woman thinking of entering ministry?  
 
Firstly...it’s all about your vocation...you’ve got to know Jesus is calling 
you...it’s nothing to do with being a woman. 
 
Listen deep...be bold...is God calling you to give yourself? Go and explore. 
Be open to whatever God is leading you to every day....to whatever 
happens...you just never know. I always tell people to be open...you may 
not even know your gifts until you start to use them. I don’t think I would 
have expected to be Team Rector of Warlingham! 
 
And the other part...whatever you’re called to do...just be faithful to it. 
People sometimes underestimate faithfulness. 
 
And then just go for it. All of that goes for whether you’re a woman or man. 
 
The majority of candidates I have seen in my work as a Director of 
Ordinands have been women. Last year I had three candidates that I was 
alongside as they prepared for and went to their Bishop’s Advisory Panel [a 
key stage in selection for ordination]. They were 10 years 
apart...46...36...26...and it was great...they were all really different. One 
was single...one got married...one had been married...one had 
children...one was black. All were completely different...and they are all 
now training for ministry. That was great...really wonderful...such a great 
joy. It’s a great thing being part of that journey with people. 
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